1930’S THE STEIFF CHOW TOY
STORY- Veedol and the Graf

Zeppelin

love me..
love my

Chow
Chow

This snapshot from around the early
1930's Germany features what |
believe to be an original Steiff chow.

The photo was badly cracked over
the girls’ face. |was so happy to be

able to restore her features and details
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AVINTAGE CHOW PHOTO SETS ME OFF ON A
NEW JOURNEY TO TRACK DOWN HIS ORIGIN

CHIVES

WORLOCHOW.COM

Every once in a while one of the photos in my collection stops me in my tracks
and | can’t get my mind off of it until I find out more about the subjects. This
beauty is no exception

Immediately of course | recognize this mohair chow toy as circa 1920's-30's
mainly because the shoes on the subjects date the image. My years in antique
doll costuming helped with that!!

So off on a search | go to find out if it is from the famous German toy company
called Steiff. The signature gold button and tag in the ear is what you look for

first on all Steiff toys, but many that were being played with had lost their tags
over time.

What came next in my research just dragged me in deeper. Who ever said
history is boring didn’t relate it to chows and dolls!



VEEDOL

VEEDOL OIL

VEEDOL OIL

duces repair bills,

“VEEDOL" The first
dog to cross the
Atlantic on a
nonstop flight. The
puppy was carried
on board the flight to

ward off bad luck.

But of course it would
be a chow puppy to
boldly go where no

dog has gone before!

The Mascot on the

.Graf Zeppelin

Was a Chow Dog named

L= —
The Graf Zeppelin wsed
For lubricating its motors

Gives perfect lubrication and re-

Nexh 1ine hefore chanping your psl, drive armind
i Harey's and el him Al your sresboss with O
Vardal and yaus molsr will ba perfectly Tubricsiml. g

Northway Qil Corp.

Mals a1 Dewey. Fhene 1186 '

The ad for Veedol Oil is from The
Owosso Argus-Press - Nov 10, 1928

Above is Veedol the chow with
Captain Knut Eckener, son of Captain
Ernst Lehmann. Captain Eckener
piloted both the Graf Zeppelin and
the Hindenburg



And from this point the story gets even more interesting.
Below find the article about why Steiff started making chows

This article i from mysteifflife.com ...a wonderful resource for identifying Steiff animals

Chow Chows have an interesting history on the Steiff
menu of product offerings. And, like many other somewhat
unconventional items, Chow Chows were introduced into the
Steiff line because of international headline news stories. For
example, remember that it was the American presidency that
influenced Steiff's production of Teddy bears, opossums, and

Dolly bears!

Chow Chows made their
debut in the Steiff
catalog in 1928... the
same year that that the
German airship "Graf
Zeppelin" made its
Transatlantic journey.
Accompanying Captain
Ernst Lehmann back to
Europe was a little Chow
Chow dog named Veedol,
who was a gift from
American friends. The dog
was quite a character on
board the airship, and
quickly became the mascot
of the voyage, despite his
puppy antics. Upon
arriving home in Germany,
the Chow Chow was given
to the airship's helmsman. The story behind this precocious
pooch's adventure quickly spread to both sides of the ocean.
Seeing the potential behind the breed's popularity, Steiff quickly
introduced its own Chow Chow, and named him "Brownie.” Both
light and dark brown mohair versions of Brownie were
subsequently produced sitting, standing, on wheels, as a
handbag, and as a pincushion through the early 1930's. The
photo on the left, from Christie's, shows a small sitting version of
Chow Chow Brownie. Steiff also manufactured a very similar
Chow Chow design in all white and called her Chow Chow
Blanco. Blanco was produced standing, sitting, and, on wheels
during the same time frame.




According to Steiff company records, the advertising copy
for its early Chow Chows read as lollows...

"He has been showered with affection from all sides, ever since
he was adopted as the Zeppelfin mascot on tha West Easr fifight
of the LZ 127. His virfue was certainly the reason he was
chosen, and is envied by all the worid. As a toy or decorative
ite, we have portrayed his characteristics as carefully as
possible: large, wise eyes; white, pale, or chacalate brown plush
coat, and a good ‘barking’ voice box. "

A newspaper article
to the right states
the chow puppy was
a gift. | also read
that the puppy
retired into a happy
home with a family.

Gifta Recelhved |

The Captain, has derived much
plessure from the reception of varlous
zitta to tha officers and crew. A z0-
ologleal Insiltute ment a aquantity of
bacillf to be earried over the ocean to
Giarman Unlversities. W hen nsked
what varlety of germs the bottlen con-
tained, he answered: “You know, they
are just baclllli to me. I do not Inok
a1 them." A slx weeks old chow dog
also will make the trip to Frieder-
iehshafen.

The fuel gas, squivalenl of the Ger-
ran “blau gos” freexzes easlly, and
this dlMcully has caused a delay of
many hours., Lleutenant Commnander
Zenmo W, Wicks, who had charge of
the preparations, estimated yesterday
the refuslling would be completed by
carly this afternoon,




Here are a few examples of “Brownie” the Chow by Steiff.

| have been reading that mohair producers were prefty
inconsistent during wartime so the toys were not always identical
or uniform in coat. There is quite the variation in online examples







ABOVE IS THE RARE WHEELED PULLTOY VERSION OF “BROWNIE” IN A
STEIFF CATALOG CIRCA 1928-1932



SO BON VOYAGE VEEDOL! | AM SO PLEASED TO

HAVE MET YOU THROUGH MY RESEARCH!!

We will never know for sure if that stuffed chow in the photo was truly a Steitt,
but two things you can be sure of. That chow stuffy was loved by his girl, AND
you can be certain the passengers on the Grat Zeppelin were thoroughly
entertained by the chow puppy antics ot Veedol. Talk about socializing!!.

A true ambassador for our breed and a piece of chow history that we can now be
sure will never be lost.

BELOW IS ANOTHER WONDERFUL PHOTO ADDED TO THE ARCHIVE , SEPT,
2017



Circa 1928
Detroil FreePress

:Month old
chow puppy
"Veedol'P
pictured with
. 'Au?url Grafzinger
.« betore the puppy’s

maiden voyage
on the German

Graf Zeppelin

‘Ilhe puppy mascot
¥fmade many such
oyages on
“this dirigible
before retiring

‘with a family

- ! . 1 & "'nderw 3
FIRST MASCOT of the Graf Zeppelin—a month old chow puppy—
which was taken aboard the giant alrship just before It left the hunimr

at Lakehurst. August Gratzinger, assista . r
| o er ger, stant chiefl engineer, is shown

UPDATE: 4 YEARS AFTER WRITING THIS ORIGINAL ARTICLE I WAS
FORTUNATE TO HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE THIS
TREASURE BELOW

Veedol looks to be maybe 5-8 months old at this point and
still being advertised as the Graf Zeppelin mascot. What a
life this young chow had as well as such a legacy to the
Steiff company menagerie!


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/GRAF-ZEPPELEIN-VEEDOL-COLLAGE.jpg
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Bild Nr. 61: Verkehrs - Luftschiff aNor
_ 1920

Schiff erhielt die
T T—— ommer 1924 fertig-
gestellt, Der>ZRlle hotte 200 m Lange, 27,6m
Durchmesser und 70000 cbm Inhalt, war also
etwas grofier als die >L71¢-Klasse. (»ZR e
bedeutet nicht Zeppelin Reparg jondern
Rigid = Starr; doher auch die
zeichnungen 3R 100« usw.) D
einen Aktions-Radius von 90
~ Bild Nr. 59; Seiten-Llaufgang  Nutzlast und erzielte mit
in der s3Bodenseec toren von je 400 PS 12
schwindigkeit. Bild Nr. 62
welche auflerordentlich
ist, weil sich in ihrer Sg
Mast-Fesselgeschirr b
Nr. 115 und 116.) .
wenig beanspruchtell’

CIRCA 1929 -"Veedol’ the Groneppelin
Chow mascol Pholo laken from a rare
real photo book collector book called

the ZeppelinWeltfahrten

BildNF- 12332 Dar Bordhehd: < porrions Lufuc

FROM THE MERCHANT I PURCHASED THE PHOTO FROM: “This is an
original real glossy photo (not a printed lithograph photo)
taken from Zeppelin-Weltfahrten which was a rare album sold in
Germany 1in the early 1930’s. Germans would collect the
individual real photos and mount them in their albums with
history. The album this photo came in was falling apart with a
tattered cover and loose pages.”



