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Rare 1947 Morgan Dennis Calendar featuring a chow puppy for December

from the ©Sandra Miller Collection

ABOVE is a very hard to find print which was part of a
special yearly series of calendars made for the American
Humane Society.

What a treasure this calendar page in my collection is!!!! I
have not seen this anywhere else before (let me know if you


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/MORGAN-DENNIS-CALENDAR-1947-Version-2.jpg

have one too!!!) and in such pristine condition. Morgan
Dennis created so many memorable dog books and his
illustrations full of life and character. Below find my
collection of his chow etchings and artworks.

Morgan Dennis (b.1892-d.1960) was an American artist and
writer who is most often remembered for his images of dogs. He
was born in Boston and attended the American School of Design.
He was author and illustrator of a number of books including:
Pup Himself (1943), Dog Book (1946), Skit and Skat (1951),
Pure Breeds (1953), and The Sea Dog (1958). His illustrations
appeared in a number of magazines across the USA in the first
half of the 20th century.

Morgan Dennis was involved in producing the poster for Be Kind
to Animals Week® for several years in the early decades of the
20th century. In 1932, for example, he designed the following
poster featuring a young boy kneeling down to offer a drink of
water to his canine companion. Individuals and organizations
could order copies of this 17x22 inch poster at a cost of 10
cents for a single copy, six for 50 cents, 16 for $1, 55 for
$3 or 100 for $5. Space was left at the bottom of the poster
so that local information could be added. Source


http://bekindexhibit.org/exhibition/be-kind-to-animals-week/morgan-dennis/
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Morgan Dennis created this wonderful artwork for PARD dog food
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in 1944. See the closeup below of the chow!!
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1944 PARD Dog Food Ad featuring a chow. Artwork by Morgan Dennis
from the ©Sandra Miller Collection
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Chow Chow

For thousands of years, the Chow
was a favorite of Chinese emper-
ors. This dog of much dignity might
well be the oldest domesticated
canine. Old Chinese prints show
that he was used for hunting.

Probably first taken to England
by traders, but scarce there until
about 1900. One specimen was ex-
hibited at Westminster in 1890. A
powerful, massive dog of dignity
and beauty. His most unique fea-
tures are the blue-black tongue and
the great lion-like ruff.

For those who like a decidedly
individual dog, Chows make in-
stant appeal. They are very defi-
nitely one-man dogs. They do not
encourage petting by strangers and
usually show complete indiffer-
ence to anyone but their owners.
They are decidedly game and can
hold their own with dogs larger
even than themselves. For many
vears they had the distinetion of
fetching the record price ever paid
for a dog.

The Chow Chow Club gives
out other facts about this breed
that they sponsor with such en-
thusiasm. “There is an untouched
naturalness about his shining, off-
standing coat. The expression
should be lordly, scowling, dis-
cerning, sober and snobbish. The

eyves should be dark, deep-set, of
moderate size and almond-shaped.
The ears are small, rounded at tip,
wide apart and stiffly carried. The
chest is broad, deep and muscular.
The back is short, straight and
strong. A well-set-up tail is carried
close to the back following the
line of the spine at the start. The
forelegs are perfectly straight with
heavy bone and upright pasterns.
The hindlegs are straight-hocked,
muscular and heavy-boned. The
colors are a whole-colored black,
reds, vellow, blue and sometimes
white but not in patches.”

Six-month-old puppies should
show a stout, compact hody, broad
head and plenty of bone. At this
age the small ears should be erect,
and there should he the promise
of a good, dense, abundant coat.

I did an etching of a puppy
once and gave it the title “Impu-
dence.”

This pagee ABOVE, comes from a 1954 book entitled, PURE
BREDS, written and illustrated by Morgan Dennis, of pedigreed
dogs recognized by the AKC at the time with
both a puppy and adult of each breed.

illustrations of


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/morgan-dennis-1954-book-page.-screenshot-Version-2.jpg



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/morgan-dennis-PURE-BREDS-rare-1954-Version-2.jpg

A red crayon drawing of a Chow Chow by Morgan Dennis Circa
1935 — At the_Hamshere Gallery



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Gallery-MORGAN-DENNIS-CRAYON-1935.jpg
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“Impudence” an etching by Morgan Dennis Circa 1930's C H o W C H O W
{946 Poolkplale | never pat strange dogs on the head, especially chowchows,
The Moroan Eenn" for their reserve and dignity is as much a characteristic of the
DOQ Book: breed as their magnificent coats. | made an etching from the

With fome Special Cals sketch in the lower left, calling it "'Impudence.”

The rare drypoint
elching above was
in;pireg by this
original sketch that
Moroan Dennis
created below. |am

thrilled to have both

VErsions NOw in my
per;onol collection

~Sandra Miller

From the Foreword to the 1946 hardcover: “Animals have long
had their champions to interpret their needs and build up
sentiments to insure their protection from cruelty and
neglect. Few, however, have been more effective in creating a
kindly attitude toward animal life than Morgan Dennis. His dog
and cat sketches are known throughout the world for their
sympathetic understanding. By portraying their moods with
touches of humor he has brought pleasure to countless
thousands who have seen in them prototypes of their own pets.
Fortunately, Mr. Dennis has the ability to add word pictures


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/1946-MORGAN-DENNIS-DOG-BOOK-IMPUDENCE-collage.jpg

for his drawings that give them even greater charm.

The announcement of a new book of his sketches or his word
whimsies is welcomed by cat and dog lovers everywhere. For
years Morgan Dennis has been creating for the humane cause the
widely distributed posters and calendars, and their influence
has been pronounced. This new book will find ready favor among
those who admire good art and have a soft place in their
hearts for dogs. We hope that Mr. Dennis will continue to
bring out new creations of his fertile imagination at frequent
intervals.” (Sydney H. Coleman, President, The American Humane
Association)
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ABOVE: Rare Morgan Dennis etching plate for the
bookplate entitled” Impudence”


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/MORGAN-DENNIS-ORIGINAL-ETCHING-PLATE-IMPUDENCE.jpg

“Impudence” an etching by Morgan Dennis Circa 1930’s

Drypoint etching
in the Hamshere Gallery



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Morgan-Dennis-drypoint-etching-impudence-puppy.jpg
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Actual etching plate of “The Mandarin” by Morgan Dennis
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Rare Morgan Dennis etching plate of Chow Ch.
Chino Lionhearted owned by Eugene Byfield -
CREDIT all 4 images found in auction archives
(no name found)

How blessed I feel to have finally obtained both of these
rare, original signed and numbered drypoint etchings . They
are very hard to find but the “chow” in me is stubborn and
persistent.
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2 RARE Morgan Dennis signed and numbered dry point etchings
I the private collection of Sandra Miller

| “TIE MANDARIN
MPUDENCE” Circa 1928

Circa 1930
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1947 Morgan Dennis etching for a bookplate from the

andra Miller Collection
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