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stud dog cards, clippings, personal photographs with hand
written notations, along with some real surprises to this

curator...... compiled years ago by American chow breeder Muriel
Knapp, .. years later inherited by Mike and Ruth Kepner of
Sunnyoak Chows, .. now in the care of ChowTales.

Muriel Knapp'’s collection has an amazing array of chow
memorabilia revolving around a couple of key breeding lines
which seem to be at the core of her own personal chows. One
of those dogs/lines being record breaking Ch. Yang Fu Tang.
Above/below 1is a photograph and clipping from the album, an
ORIGINAL 8x10 from “Tubby’s” owner the celebrated Louise
Seamer, showing Yang Fu Tang’s funeral/trophy room. This
image is handwritten on the back by Louise herself and
personalized to Muriel. Another dog Muriel kept many records
and notes on was Tubby’s infamous grandfather Ch. Choonam
Brilliantine, the $10,000.00 chow.



https://chowtales.com/time-capsule-ch-yang-fu-tang-first-best-in-show-record-holder/
https://chowtales.com/1924-time-capsule-uk-american-ch-choonam-brilliantine-of-manchoover/
https://chowtales.com/1924-time-capsule-uk-american-ch-choonam-brilliantine-of-manchoover/

[]
§ "% i
L |

-

: - Mk e
Ch Yang Fu Tang Dead
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— ; D The King is Dead!”
| AN and Canadian Champion
“u Tang died Sunday, July 12,
N a heat prostration following the pro-
tracted heat spell which had gripped Chiccgo =~
il 2 g&*- His owner, Mrs. Louie =
- vamer of CUhic ’ 1s gricf icke I'.-"'
T ugblf's et cago grict stricken over i
Ch. Yang Fu Tang, bred by Art Hoffman =
ﬁ_{ M’lm“k“ and P“l'tl'{:'lsg_d by Mrs. Seamer, | =
undoubtedly built up the most outstanding
show record of any Chow which ever lived.
He had been Best in Show twenty-two times:
won forty-three Groups- and gone Best of =
Breed of sixty-five occasions. His last ap- '
~ pearance in the ring was at the Chicago Ken- |
nel Club event this ycar, where he topped
the breed and saw four of his get take Win-
ners and Reserve in both sexes. AN
Tubby was whelped October 10, 1929, and
| was rapidly building up a producing record
which promises to be as not:worthy as his =
bench career. He has to his credit at this
time six champion sons and daughters and 2 =
number of others that are well en the way. =
His loss to the Chow fancy is immeasurable. =
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THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
BREEDERS CHAMPIONSHIP CERTIFICATE

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

e . [IEOT. CRON T ] Rl ML CHOW GINGER. .. ...l
BRED DY _ wme, L. M. KMAPD . e HAVING BEEN AWARDED

15 POINTS IN WINKERS CLAXSES UNDER THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUR RULES 15 A

CHAMPION OF RECORD

DATER. AFTIL 19, 1941

S i

Above is a Championship Certificate belonging to the original
owner of this scrapbook, Mrs Muriel Knapp.
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I CAN'T WAIT TO GET A CLOSER

ITS MAGNIFYING GLASS TIME!

YES,



LOOK AT THESE NOTATIONS!

As a side note from this curator:

The second owner of this

album Ruth Kepner was a dear friend of mine who passed a
number of years ago. I miss her so much! Our

Chinarose Chows breeding program was based on Ruths’ Sunnyoak
Chows bloodlines, with the #1 Chow 1985 BIS BISS Ch. Daystar
Orion of Sunnyoak , “Punky”, being the foundation stud dog I
used to start my own breeding program. I saw this album at
the Kepners house many years ago, and paged through it quite
often in awe...longing to know more about the breed history but
too busy and distracted to dive in deeper.
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DAYSTAR ORION OF SUNNY OAK
BILL & MARY DEVITT
RUTH & MICHAEL KEPNER

STARCREST CANNONBALL
SUNDANCE HAI LI YUNG SHU
PUNKY

maied
10 JUL 1981 | Pak

USA [, USA

Red

American champion

Jd'HU-CHU BEAMING STAR OF ORION
J'HU-CHU WU-LI-P'U STARGAZER RIGEL
J'JIDI B KOZ HE'S PUNKYS PROMISE
Q SONLIT C-ROSE CLASS ACT
J'SONLIT HAIKU

J'SONLIT STATE OF THE ART

Q@ SUNNY OAK KATANA

Q SUNNY OAK MONY MADE D'TASSLIN
@ SUNNY OAK'S A JEWEL FROM KOBY
@ SUNNY OAK'S PAN-FEI OF CATHAY
@ SUNRUNNER ORION ROSE

Q@ THE CHINAROSE SONLIT ECLIPSE

I have imagined that this

album would resurface over 30 years later for me to TRULY
appreciate again, and have the honor of recording it'’s
contents for all chowists to enjoy. Gifted to ChowTales
Archive from the private collection of Ruth and Mike Kepner. A



heartfelt THANK YOU to Mike Kepner and an old chow friend from
Minnesota, Mary Jo Brouillard, for getting this treasure back
into chronological order and arranging to have it shipped to
Oregon. I'm so excited to be connected to Mary Jo again
after all these years. Big THANKS also to another dear friend
Linda Love Banghart for pointing Mary Jo in the direction of
ChowTales Archive! There is much more work to do, researching
the backs of the real photographs for dog and people
identifications and handwritten notes ....I can’t wait to start
the detective work!!!
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