Admiral Dewey and his chow
mascot Bob-late 1800’s

Admiral Dewey and his mascot chow Bob - QOriginal late 1800's image in the ©Sandra Miller Collection

Below are a series of photos I have been sitting on for quite
some time waiting to pull all the clippings together into an
article and it all began with this original 1917 press photo I
acquired was released following Admiral Deweys death the same
year. This loyal little Chow mascot found on the streets of
Canton China during Dewey’s travels, was written about often
in the papers and magazines of the day (late 1800’s.)


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/
https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/
https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/admiral-dewey-and-bob-1900s/

A closeup from the photo above showing how handsome “Bob" was.

George Dewey (December 26, 1837 — January 16, 1917) was
Admiral of the Navy, the only person in U.S. history to have
attained the rank. Admiral Dewey is best known for his victory
at the Battle of Manila Bay during the Spanish-American War.


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/admiral-dewey-and-bob-1900s-2/

Admiral Dewey and Chow “Bob” depicted in etching circa 1890’s
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In their effort to tell their readers everything, pressmen gave much ink to
the admiral’s sea-weary dog—a bushy-haired Chow named Bob—and to an
account of his Chinese servant’s happy reply to the news that he would be
permitted ashore. (According to The New York Times, he said, “Me likey
velly, velly much.”) Of course it was Lipton who received ongoing
mihlicitv ac tha admiral vicitad Fiin for dinnar an hic firet niaht hama and

SOURCE: A Full Cup: Sir Thomas Lipton’s Extraordinary Life and
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His Quest for the America’s Cup
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ADMIRAL DEWEY'S FAVOURITE DOG “ BOB ** AND CHINESE STEWARD.

Circa August 2,1899 THE SKETCH magazine
An extremely rare photo of Admiral Dewey's Chinese steward with Dewey's chow “Bob”
From the private collection of Sandra Miller

ABOVE AND BELOW IS ONE OF MY VERY PRIZED ARTICLE PHOTOS FROM
1899 OF DEWEY’'S SERVANT MENTIONED IN THE ABOVE ARTICLE. I


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1899-Aug-2-THE-SKETCH-Admiral-Deweys-steward-from-our-own-collection-22016-03-14.jpg

CROPPED ‘BOB’ CLOSE TO SHOW YOU HOW EXQUISITE THIS DOG WAS.

Circa August 2,1899 THE SKETCH magazine
An extremely rare photo of Admiral Dewey's Chinese steward with Dewey's chow “Bob”
From the private collection of Sandra Miller
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It has bLeen salil that no gronl man ever gocmed great 1o hilg valet, hut
here Iz a Chinese ecooly who thinks his master s the finest m”:". Wl ever
wore shae leather. This coaly §s none other than Admibeal Peowey's stewnrd
an baard the Olympla, and the dog shawn Leshde this nupust lestinl In the
pleture is the admiral's faverite dez Pnh, Yol 18 L very 4'h~1'|~_|.' el canhne,
and L 2ay thot he loves his master, thee meliptdeal, ac el as hiis master loves
him would srem saperilusus to any one who il evee geen the twe Tugether,

ABOVE: 1899 Artist rendering from another publication of the
photograph above
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CIRCA 1898 Admiral Dewey & Bob  MUNSEY MAGAZINE

The chow that started it all....the original chow “craze” in America
began with Admiral Dewey's loyal jﬁow “BOB" who was rescued

from the streets of China to soon become the ship mascot and
media darling

This photo from a 120 year old magazine is a treasure and a welcome
addition to the growing entries in the Chowlales ‘Dewey” archive
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Below, I found a reprint of the original photo from the news
clipping above and did some restoration work on it


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2014-09-26-at-2-02-44-pm-version-2/

CIRCA 1899
Admiral Dewey
and his chow
mascol onthe

US.S Olympia

“Bob” as he was
named was the
Admiral’s
constant
companion,
found on his
China travels.

We can credit
Bob’s popularnit
with LLB F:-UbliC,H

and the 18007

Fre:; for the

rst huge wave
of theChow
fad in America

NOVOL Mt ory arcnives

These photos are priceless. I treasure each and every one of
them


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/collage-admiral-dewey-and-bob-naval-museum/

. cammouu?m .

--m admiral * stroked the Head of 3 |
ta.wny-hairerl dog,: the chow dog of a
Chinese ‘breed, that appears in the ii-
rl:.lstra.wd interviews with the admiral,
“Bob, bere,” he said, “Is.not well,:. . e
|yea.rns fo be .ashore;: he is sick to’ get &
little - grags, -and--to ‘SCAMPEr | aToutid;
1 feel a-good ‘deal that way myself. . I
am mighty glad to get home. -1t lan t
good for a 'man any more than for a

fog to Rve on shipboard for.23 months.” ;.

‘The ‘admiral said that he fals tirad
Fitchburg Sentinal Sept 27, 1899



https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/fitchburg-sentinal-sept-27-1899/

ADMIRAL DEWEY AND HIS FAVORIE DU

A wonderful etching of Admiral Dewey with his Chow , Bob
upon his return to New York on the Olympia
Collection of Sandra Miller



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1899-Dewey-Bob-FB.jpg-2016-03-16.jpg

ABOVE: Admiral Dewey and Bob September 24, 1899

-
o

. -
«-l|llllil{ | .
W T—
¥

'

il

- T
#I

— e '

e %

-
S

Admiral Dewey's chow mascot “"Bob" aboard the Olympia. Launched in 1892,
Cruiser Olympia (C-6) is the oldest steel warship afloat in the world.
Photo collection of Olympia museum


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Bob-Dewey-Olympia-collection-of-museum.jpg
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THE ADMIRAL AND HIS CHOW DOG ¢ BOB. ' TAKEN AT MIRAMAR,
THE SEAT OF MAXIMILIAN BLFORE HE WENT TO MEXICO

From the ©Sandra Miller Collection

Though hardly known in America ten years ago,
the chow i1s now extremely popular here. The
hirst ones on record here came not from England
but from China. Admiral Dewey broughet over
two good ones a year after the barttle of Manila
Bay. The first entries under the A. K. C. were

An interesting clipping from a 1919 article
suggesting Dewey may have brought 2 more Chows to

America after losing “"Bob”


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2014-09-26-at-2-05-09-pm-version-2/
https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2015-02-25-at-1-21-05-pm/
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Our Picture Gallery.
2090000000
Portraits and Short Sketches of Prominent Per-
sons Will Appear Under This Head-
ing From Time to Time.
+000000800)
Admiral Dewey’s Dog.
! i
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Adimlral Dewey's dog Bob was plek-
ed up by some of the Olympla’s sallora

ADMIRAL DEWEY AND 1118 DOCG.
[From o photocraph taken In Naples.]

in Manila bay while one of the launch-
es was erulsing about, The dogr wns
gmuggled aboard nnd becnine a great
pet.
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1899 newspaper clipping. Admiral Dewey with his chow mascot Bob
Collection of Sandra Miller



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1899-Dewey-Bob-FB.jpg-2016-03-16-1.jpg

SOURCE: Estate of Lieutenant C.J.
BELOW IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK GEORGE DEWEY,

most remarkable and picturesque crea-
ture of the fox tvpe, and about his size,
but shorter in the body, He is a little
vellow, prick-eared beast with a bushy
tail curled over his back. He lolls about
lazily. his open mouth with purple black
lips and tongue giving him the appear-
ance of having just finished a feast of
ripe. mulberries—and  of having eaten
too much.

Nearly evervone who was a member
of Admiral Dewev's tleet here knows
what a Cantonese dog is, for the Ad-
miral had a very beautiful dog of that
type which was his constant companion.
I remember quite well while the Monad-
nock was laving off Caloocan the day the
army advanced, the Admiral came on
hoard, and as his launch came alongside
the dog leaped over the side of the ship

Admiral Dewey and his Chow in Manilla

AUTHOR FREDERICK PALMER

Dutreaux

ADMIRAL 1899


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2014-09-26-at-5-45-52-pm-version-2/
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24 GEORGE DEWEY, ADMIRAL.

This Chinese “chow” dog, , whom the Admiral
found a vagrant in a foreign land and adopted, has
the run of the flagship. He is a ball of fur, with a
wolfish nose and his tail bent over his back, perpetu-
ally on the salute. There was a time in Southern
China when they ate all such dogs as “Bob.” Now
they eat only those that they cannot sell to foreign-
ers for pets. Before “Bob” came, “Sagasta,” a na-
tive pig, washed every day and shaved once a week,
was the Olympia’s only mascot.

He resents “Bob’s” presence and is still mascot by
right of might.

“Bob,” the Admiral says seriously to him, “I think
that your ancestors were Esquimaux. You are quite
like them, except in color. Probably your great
grandfather and great grandmother were tanned
brown in their migration southward.”

“Bob” always went ashore with the Admiral in
the barge, and while the Admiral was driving, Rob-
inson, the orderly of the barge, took “Bob” for a
walk; or “Bob” took Robinson. At any rate, it
meant shore leave for Robinson ; also a good deal of
exercise.


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2014-09-26-at-2-06-42-pm/
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Admiral Dewey in the late 1800's with his Chow dog “Bob”

As for the end of Bobs life, there are a couple of different
versions I’'ve found with variations on each. My guess is that
both are true when combined into one story. The abuse this
faithful little chow took from the crew aboard the Olympia
surely led to severe injuries which could not be repaired. I
am so glad I discovered these photos and stories as I want
“Bob” to always be remembered for the loyal companion he was


https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2014-09-26-at-2-29-38-pm/

to the Admiral. Dewey’s history I vaguely remembered from
history class but learning about this precious dog really made
the story sink in.



DEWEY'S CHINESE DOG DEAD.

The Admiral Suffers the Loss of n
Faithfnl Friend.

NEW YORK, Nov. 10.—Admiral Dewey's
pet Chinese dog Bob, the mascot of tle
flagship Olympia on her homeward trip,
is dead, and the Admiral Jdeclares that he

thereby loses a faithful friend. From the
time of the Olympla’s arrival the animal
had been attended by skilled veterinary
surgeons, who exhausted every possible
effort to save its life. When this became
an impossibilty Bob's suflerings were end-
ed on Monday last.

Bob was of a breed of half wo!f and half
fox, from Hongkong. While the Olympia
was coaling there the Admiral's attention
was .tmcud to the animal, which fol-

s 11l when the Olympla reached
orl; and the Admiral sent it aboard
1ppl ,m Armenia, Caplain
~ Wrigh the United States
Il-l:h ) _"- Tmpkinnul- L L.
pt until two weeks ago,

Jeorge Clark and Henry
- r surgeons. Then Bob's
mndim et s0 bad that Dr. Bath
mkthemwthhpiul.lnnww
ton. There Bob suffered a paralytic
stroke, and the surgeon advised that il be
| killed. Capt. Edward M. Shepherd, of the
Lighthouse Department, advised the Ad-
miral at Washington of Dr. Bath's sug-
| gestion and asked for instructions, The
Admiral's reply was:

“1 only too fully appreciate poor Bob's
condition, and I suppose it Is better that
he should die at once than linger and suf-
fer. Bob was my faithful companion, and
uwh-uluttomlml!mhu
another pet.”

Upon receipt of the Admiral's letter
preparations were at once made to end the
animal's life, and on Monday Dr. Bati ad-
ministered chloroform. The dog’s body

NEWSCLIPPING DATED NOVEMBER 10, 1899



https://chowtales.com/admiral-dewey-and-his-chow-mascot-bob-late-1800s/screen-shot-2015-02-25-at-11-36-00-am/

ADMIRAL DEWEY'S CHOW DOG, “BOBY”

It Accompanied Him on His Voyage Around the World and is Fis Favorite Companion.
Photograph Taken on the Olympia at New York

October 8, 1899 Admiral Dewey and his Chow mascot Bob, pictured one month before Bob
was lost to paralysis while in New York
Collection of Sandra Miller.

Admiral Dewey and Bob photograph Oct 8 1899 one month before
Bob died . On Olympia in New York

SOURCE: NAVY HISTORY The Society of the Dog

Admiral Dewey had on board Olympia as his pet a badly spoiled
dog. He was very fond of it and in his eyes it could do no
wrong; however he was alone in that opinion and both officers
and the crew, particularly the afterguard sweepers, detested
the animal. The dog was smart enough to know that his enough
to know that his sole protector was the Admiral and ran back
to him if he had been maltreated, whenever anyone touched or


https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1899-Dewey-Bob-FB.jpg-2016-03-16-2.jpg

made a pass in his general direction.

Several men were punished, some justly and perhaps some not
quite so justly, and a quartermaster was disrated. Partly in a
spirit of waggishness and born of the monotony of the blockade
in Manila bay before the fall of the city the men formed a
very secret organization called the “Society of the Dog.” To
be an ordinary member a man had to have kicked the brute, but
to become a member first class he had to have kicked him while
the Admiral was on deck and could possibly have seen him do
it, or had performed some other allied act of equal daring.
There were very few of these.

The organization lasted as long as the dog did for one morning
he turned up missing. That day a first class member was
hurriedly promoted to the office of “Chief Superior Dog” and
the society prudently disbanded. “Chief Superior Dog” was an
afterguard sweeper.



Circa September 9, 1899
from the Leslie’s Weekly
lllustrated publication.

This entire large format
magazine was dedicated
to Admiral Dewey and
his life, crew and pets
aboard his ship the

The USS Olympia

This was an extremely
rare find featuring the
Admirals faithful chow
“Bob” both on the cover
and with the crew.
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ADMIRAL DEWEY'S FAITHFUL COrPANION,

HIS FAVORITE FET, THE CHINESE DOG “BOB,” WHO I8 ALWAYE AT HIS FEET.
PuomRAFIED FATECALLY Fon  Lesteels WrncLr ! ar 0T Sreciat, Anres, J. €. BEsuEer.—CorrmonTes, 1900,



https://chowtales.com/1913-article-the-dog-that-admiral-dewey-made-famous-was-a-chow/

CLICK THE VINTAGE BUTTON FOR A CIRCA 1913 ARTICLE I FOUND

ABOUT HOW ADMIRAL DEWEY’'S CHOW INFLUENCED THE BREED POPULARITY
IN AMERICA

LESLES WEEIALY

magQazine
Sept 30, 1899

chowlalés

Any time | get the chance
to acquire a rare photo
of Admiral Dewey's
Chf::w rT‘1GIDDL “EJOb"
| do everything in my
power and budget
lo gel it

| had to purchase this
entire huge magazine
just to have this little
moment with “Bob”
and the crew aboard

the USS Olympia

TREASURE ALERT ABOVE!
Circa 1899 Leslies Weekly magazine " DEWEY NUMBER”

In this huge publication, I spied what I was searching for and

purchased the entire magazine to save this image for the
archives.



Onboard the USS Olympia, Admiral Dewey’s crew are keeping busy
while the Admiral’s chow mascot “Bob” looks on with great
interest. This was without doubt Dewey’s heart dog and
constant companion and their travels on sea and land were well
documented by the press

Bob was, without doubt, the first celebrity Chow Chow on
record to ignite the chow craze in America, followed by the
two chows (Tim and Blackberry) that President and Grace
Coolidge had in the Whitehouse.
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DEWEY'S FAMOUS
006 "B0B™ DEAD.

chowtales 11/10/1899
Chow-Chow, Mascot of
the Olympia, was In
Hospital.

.|HAD NERVOUS DISEASE,

Only Sad News of the Admiral’s|

Wedding Day — “ Bob ™
Buried by His Orders,

tion of oficial maseot on the conguering
cruiser (Hympla.

Bab was a8 falthful a meadwr of the erew
ae any aboard. He was the most fomons
anlmal of the fest, ton, for cable s
patches came from every port whers Dewey
stopped #n routs from Maofla giving the
news about rhe ship's company snd the
Intent facts aboit the chow-chow dog.

Bob was photogmphed many ¢lmes with
the Admirml His pleture sppearsd in che
Journal, and |8 posted op o thowsands of
nurseries, whase little occopants thought
the chow-chow dog Irresistlbly fonny aod
letellipent.

When the Oiympla resched Tomplins-
vilie Bob fell HL It was not the rich
diet, the Admira) sald, slbongh candy sl
cake were girem 0 him by most of the
vimltors (o the war ship, but a nervoos
discase from which be saferml.

The Mympla’s laouch went ashore one
day. ber propeller chorolng the waier in
frantk: haste, for Bob had what seemed
to be a ff. The launch retorned with a
veterinary surgeon, who found +he Admiral
with & sad face bending over his pet.

“T'm afrald nu'll iose ome of youor
thip's company,” sald the doctor. “Beb
minet go lntnhuhrt.uqlﬂt n.mhr
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it save Haob, H.mvw
e wdneslay @light

urd was sent to ghe Admiml Tt

Lhe =i note on wodding day—this
news t Pob had gone. He wrote to the
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Admiral Dewey's dog Is dead. His dog |,
was the hlume show-chow will the Cag- |-
caslan name of Hob, which beld the posl-|-
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