1898 ARTICLE - NY Paper
reports of the new fad 1in
London of owning Chow dogs.

Circa 19201 - Aensington Gardens, London England

A rare stereoview card of leatime in the garden with a chow

I am heading up this very early newspaper article from our


https://chowtales.com/1898-article-ny-paper-reports-new-fad-london-owning-chow-dogs/
https://chowtales.com/1898-article-ny-paper-reports-new-fad-london-owning-chow-dogs/
https://chowtales.com/1898-article-ny-paper-reports-new-fad-london-owning-chow-dogs/
https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/1901-Kensington-Garden-Chow-Tea.jpg

breed history with another outstanding find in my personal
archives. It depicts just 3 years after the article, a chow
dog being “catered” to in the famous Kensington Gardens of
London. It sets into perspective how quickly this Chow fad
took hold in all parts of England ,from the late 1890’s
onward. You will find some incredible tidbits about the
smooth coat variety and where they may have originated from.

My jaw hit the floor when I researched the Tonkin area of
China . In our travels to Hanoi Vietnam and Kunming China (
both in close proximity to the Gulf of Tonkin) I took many
photos of what looked like smooth chows with black tongues |,
straighter rears and very chow features. More on that later!!

(HINESE“ GORDON'S CHOW DOG LEADS TO A NEW CANINE
FAD IN LONDON.
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Type of Edible Chow Dog, Which Has Suddenly Become a Fashiona-
ble Fad of John Bull’s Dog Lovers.
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mixed color. Chow color seems influenced
by the districts, as the whites come chiefly
from the South, the blacks from the North,
while of the blues ther” is mystic rumor
of large kennels in n jnasteries on the
Tibetan frontier.

The smooth Chow comes probably from
Tonkin, and specimens are seen in the
Paris Jardin d’Acclimatation. They differ
from the roughs in length of legs, narrow-
ness of face, and lightness of bone; their
feet also have less of the desirable cat
shape. Mr. W. R. Temple, a well-known
judge of the breed, says that smooths and
roughs are of so different types that if
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smooths were bred for 100 years they
would never produce roughs, but Mr, Tem-
ple has probably not tried the experiment
for that length of time.

Though the black tongue is so essential
a point that a red one is a disqualification
(as are aiso drop ¢ars or white spots on
the coat), a Chow i3 not bern with a
black, but with a red, one. A black spot
then appears, on It, and gradually the
whole becomes black. '

Among the chief supporters of the breed
are Lady Granville Gordon, Miss Armyne
Gordon, Lady Aylesford, Mrs. J. V. Faber
and the Marquis of Huntly.
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Chinese Chow Dog, Brought from China by G-encrzlGordon, Now
| ) Tenderly Cared for in London.
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