1885 — The story of Chinese
Gordon and Wang the Chow
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CHINESE GORDON’S DOG.

Wang, an Interesting Canine Brought to England
Fourteen Vears Ago by the Martyr cf Khars-
tum, Is Now an Inmate of the Gordon
Boys’ Orpharage at Dover,

England.
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In 1885 General “Chinese” Gordon brought this Chow he named
“Wang” from China to England

I get so excited when one archive post leads to another..then
another, and yet another..but by the time I get all the photos,
text, newspapers etc in front of me, my mind is spinning and I
forget what I was searching for in the first place. Granted,
this is a GOOD problem and one that keeps me on my toes, this
is for certain!! I hope you enjoy this article which is one
of the earliest accounts in both photos and text of a very
special chow who gave himself, heart and soul, to homeless
children.

This story branches out from one I posted a couple of days
ago ( see HERE) That tells of how the chow fad started in
London. It seems the appearance of General Gordon's

Chinese chow “Wang” in England, was as key to the breed’s
popularity as was Admiral Dewey'’s famous chow mascot “Bob” in
America (Read more about Bob HERE) Both well publicized in
the newspapers. The photo above is an absolute gem as it
depicts both Wang and his keeper in the orphanage , Robert
Robinson. Wang was elderly , deaf, lame and very well loved.
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1. WaANG, Cuow DoG FroM CHINA, owned by the Gordon Boys’
Orphanage, Dover, England.— 2. “CHnums,” Dox axp Trr-
wiLLow, owned by Mr. A. W. Palmer, Natick, Mass. (p. 330).
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There is a dog, Wang, at the Gordon Boys’ Orphan-
age at Dover, England, that once belonged to General
Gordon of the English army, which money could not
buy. General Gordon on leaving China for Khartoum,
brought three rare Chow puppies with him, and gave
one of them, Wang, to the daughter of Sir john Adies,
then commanding at Gibraltar. Wang stayed with this
lady until her husband, in the Royal Artillery, went to
London. Wang was then given to Major Seel of the
King’s regiment, and later, to the orphanage. He is
over fourteen years of age, deaf and lame, but greatly
loved by all, and tenderly cared for by his little keeper,
Robert Robinson. Robert was turned out of doors by a
bad father in Crewe, when he tramped from place to

GENERAL GORDON
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place, and was finally found in London, a mere bundle
of rags and bones, asleep at the foot of the Gordon
statue in Trafalgar Square, whence he was taken to the
orphanage and became the keeper of Wang. “ Wang
died recently, and Robert is a soldier in the army now.”
Mr. Thomas Blackman, the founder, at Gordon’s death
in 1885, and treasurer of the orphanage, writes me,
“The institution has over one hundred homeless, or-
phan boys, and the founder wisely allows them many
pets, dogs, cats, pigeons, etc.”

ARTICLE SOURCE: Our Devoted Friend 1902 Sarah Knowles Bolton
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GENERAL GORDON, NICKNAMED
“CHINESE GORDON”

British general Charles “Chinese” Gordon became a national
hero for his exploits in China and his ill-fated defense of
Khartoum against Sudanese rebels. READ MORE

This little antecdote comes from my friend Dennis Tang in Hong
Kong which he found online
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According to the tale, General Charles George Gordon presented

a pedigreed dog to Li Hung-Chang, a visiting Chinese statesman

who, after returning home, sent a note to the general thanking
him for his delicious gift. (Oh my)
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Li Hung Chang Chinese
Statesman Circa 1872

It is always such a treat to be able to add more information
to such an old story. This article below is from THE GRAPHIC
Circa 1895
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THE. GRAPHIC
ﬂﬁcnrril. Gordon’s Fog “@Wang” !

GL\ERM‘ GornoN's old dog “Wang,” which was brought Ly
~him from China j Just hefore he procesed to Khartonm, 38 at present
“at e Gordon Boys’ Orphanage at Dover, having hizen placed there
by Major Secl, of the King’s Regimeat, to waom it was gwen by

Gordon’s relatives,  When General Gordon was recallsd from

Ihnto by G, Spécrr, Prores

Chini o go Lo T'lmrlm.m. al)cml fourtzen years age, he bro: ight
three of the rare Llack  Chow puppics L..c.‘ with Inn. of which
* Wang is one. ¢ ‘Vl“b is tie only one of the thige dops still
alive, and 3s very. deaf and Jame. A very mla:reaung histary
altaches to the lad who ig shown alongside’ the deg in the picture,
His name i3 Robert Robinsou, and lieis Yourteen, years of age,  [le
s the wait who, on'the mght of Novembhier 8.7 1897, was Zumud at
thie foot of Gordon's statue in Trafalgar Squate, slinost dead from
starvarion and expasure. Two years ago a harsh father teried him
out of doors at Crewe, and the little Fvlluw Iramped from lace 1o
place, living as he could, and cicmmlly ot ‘to Tondon,  Here

ChOW{O 1%? Deczmeri 1o, 1808

he was found by a irl}.i(:\..ll.l.l, who deseribed the boy as starving
and a mere bag of hanzs when he teok him into custody for
pity’s sake, ‘\l Dow Strect Mr Lushingtor remanded bim for 8
weel, eul evenlually permission was oblained Lo place him in the
Gordon clome at [){w-er, where he still remains,
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Circa 1898 Artlcle from a New York Newspaper mentions General

Gordon’s orphanage and the start of the chow fad
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