1907 Articles- Who Dyed Chin
Chino? Accusations fly -
First Chow Club president
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e THE GREATER SUNDAY PRESS WOMAN'S MAGAZIND SECTION.

O?—Hm\r the Feminine Worshippers of
Doggies Hove Gone io Eﬂr:men{
of Law Over a Teen»-Tiny Doggie, and

There is a Libel Suit in Which $10.000

for Each Pound of the Five Pound Duﬂ!
? is Involved, to Settle the Vexatious Ques-

tion=—-if the Dog Was Dyed, Who Did it?

The two Circa 1907 articles below are pretty amazing and



extremely entertaining. They both report a quarrel and law
suit between Miss. Ada Olive Van Heusen who would later
become Mrs. E.K.Lincoln (GREENACRE KENNELS) and The Belgian
Princess Montglyon who was the Chow Chow Club of America’s
first president in 1906. I have over 15 antique articles
in my collection on this highly publicized dog show drama,
but these two in particular are elaborately illustrated to the
hilt!!!

This first article needed to be deconstructed because of the
layout so I could read it , so I am presenting it to you this
way as well. The photo of Chin Chin is the only one I have
found despite how high profile this quarrel was . Just
think, in 1907 when all this was happening, there were ONLY 48
CHOWS registered in America with the AKC.

ARTICLE ONE IS BELOW

THE GREATER SUNDAY PRESS WOMAN’S MAGAZINE SECTION.

0?---How the Feminine Worshippers of
Doggies Have Gone to Extremes‘
of Law Over a Teeny-Tiny Doggie, and

There is a Libel Suit in Which $10,000

for Each Pound of the Five Pound Dog:

is Involved, to Settle the Vexatious Ques-
e 0'9 tion---if the Dog Was Dyed, Who Did it?’
: §

WD :

NOTE: I do believe a bit of “creative license” was taken on

the weight of Chin Chino. His head would have weighed more
than that.
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Chin Chino, the Dyed Chow-Chow.
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HO basely dyed red the coat of

poor Chin Chino?

Chin Chino is a thorourhbred and
« prize winper at many dog shows. At
least he was a prize winner, and he had
been esteemed a thoronghbred. But the
glory of bis ancestry has been tarnished
by gossip and the red paint

“s be one of the finest Chow Chows In the
world, with more of the points of a  well-bred
and well-brounght-up Chinese dog than any
other of his hreed in this country, or Is he
a mere pretender, with no more right to
the rich red of his eoat thap an old woman
to the red and white of her mannfactured
complexion? Is he prinee or pauper?

The question iz an agitatinz one. AN
the dog fancier= gnd eanine experts In this
conntry are perplexad by It. Twe fashion-
able women have repeatedly suidered hys-
teries in trying to settle it. And althongh
Chin Chino s a very small dog. weighing
scarcely five pounds, he has beep the =ause
of a libe! suit In which $50,000, or $10,000
for each pound. !s invelved.

Was the rich red of his coat nataral or
was it touched unp? And if touched up,
who perpetratad the erime in color?

Chin Chino knows. and Chin Chino can’™t
tell. So & Prinecess who owns the dog.
and a former friend of bers who does not—
but the Prinress Insinnates would like to
possess him—are at hatpin points. and
@ashing eyes and tongues tipped with gall
sbout him.

.t us introduce Chin China. He iz smail
snd russet, with ears that stick straight up
and tail not wortha discussing, and eyes
not bright and brown &and alert, as are
those of lis npeighbors at the dog show,
but sleepy and contemplative, as are those
of his two legged compatriots, who safled,
ss he d1d, from the far e¢ity of Pekin.
His nature s siuggish—his admirers say
philosophic. At sny rate, he prefers think-
inz ta exercising and eating to harking.
Decaunse of this peaceful disposition his
owner, the Princess Montglyon, insists the
ontrage of colering his coat was perpe-
trated.

“A bull terrier would have seized the
eowardly aand and pever let It go.™ de-
elares the Priccs=a  *“A fox terrfer would
lave snapped and snarled, and its shrill
volce wounld have bronght help. But poor
Chin Chino is a philosopher, a stoic. He
submits to what he thinks Iis the Ilnevi-
table.™

Mra. Ada Olive Van [eusen shrugs her
shouiders, smiles insultingly, the Princess
thinks, and replies:

“Even Chin Chino would bhave made 2
row if any stranger had aporoached him.
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\‘
"An accident has befallen my pcor
iittie Chin!™ she wailed. “Who
has done this cruel thing.”

23T —— e e W— - . W T

The dog's coat had been colored by s=ome.
one who was not an enemy, but a friend—

some one who wanied him toe win the
prize.”

And Mrs. Van Heusen glances 2zt a
photograph of the FPrincess Montgivoa,
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which has been turned face downward upon
her desk. A year ago the two were nearly
inseparable. They had the common interes-
of being women of fashion. Also thery
were hoth owners of fine kennels. Be-
cause of this commuaity of lunterest it was
surmised that they wonld *“work together
harmoniously.” The Princess Montglyon was
chosen president of the Ladies’ Kennel
Club and her dear friend, Mrs. Ada Olive
Van Heusen was elected vice-presideut.
And the friends dld work together in har-
mony and their friendship Increased until
the small dog., Chin Chino, Intervened.

Whe colored Chin Chino’s evat? It was
their difference of opinion about this exer-
cise in painting that brought about the libel
suit, the claim for £50.000 damages, and
the sundering of a friendship.

It happened in Boston, at an exhibition
of the New England Kennel Cilub.

Chin Chiuo arrived In a carriage, attend.
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Th. Princess and Three of Her Dogs.

Sy
“¢There's the wonderful Chow-énow. What a beautifu]l coat!’ Even the

groom fied to save his sensibilities.”

ed by the Pripcess. Asg g groom iifted him
from the cairiage brystanders cried “There s

the wonderful Chow Chow! What a beas-
tiful coat!™

It was &n extraordinary coat, of rich
russet, bristing with electricity and show-
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ing goldenly as the suubeams fell slanting
ly upon it. Women who were leading siin
fox terriers and jaunty Pommeranians U
their kennels stified sighs of envy. Chin Chi
no was judged from the viewpolnt of the doc
fancier—beautiful. And such a glistening
red coat! They had never seen such ricu
redness before. It was extraordinary.

Chin Cbino's reception was an ovatlon.
Visitors to the exhibitlon stood In crowds
about the little dog with the rich russet
coat. The Princess pre-
sided at the impremptu
receptions. The groom
stood about, and when-
ever It was necessary to
lift Chin Chino about he
did so with gloves that
beautifully matched
the Chow-Chow.

Yet the evenlnz of the
last day that Boston paid
c¢ourt to China i!n the per-
son of Chin Chino a dread-
ful thing happened. The
Princess Montgiyon and
the greem chaneed to be
-absent at the same time,
when Ckin Chino was left c
alone. When the Princess '
returned a half dozem deli-
cate  handkerchiefs were
Strewn about in his Eennel.

And each handkerchief was
stained req, precisely the
shade of red of the Chow
Chow's exquisite, beautifyul, ’
extraordinary coat. At
sight of these bandkerchiefs
the Princess, who is a rel-
ative of King Leopold and
posseses much of his
Into tears.

“An accident has befallen my
Chin!" she wailed. “Who has
cruel thing?"

Visitors and exhibitors crowded apont
the weeping Princess and the contemplat-
ive dog. Chin Chino, sat mpon his hannches
and gazed placidiy Into space. Whatever
the injury that had befallen him, pge
seemed nnconscions of fit.

A woman in green velvet princess gown.
with ~“ver fox furs and a hat heavy with
the weight of plumes. ran forward [t
was Mrs. Ada Olive Van Heusen. She cooced
comfortingly to the president of the La-
dies’ Keanel Club while she reached be
hind her and seized omne of the Iundket'-
chiefs. She tossed it aWay with a frown
of repugnence. She turned & cold gaze
Upot her friend.

responsible r the fashion. She tireg
:mmumeft:m@“""wk“
glove, and disliked to peel it off at the
wrist, tucking the hand portiom under the
upper part of the giove. The lace giove is
taken of easily.

~

lemperamens, burst

poor little
done thisg



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Page-e-Chin-Chino-article-1907-Version-e.jpg



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Page-5-Chin-Chino-article-1907-Version-5.jpg

“Do not be alarmed.” Her tones were
icy. *“It is mot blood, but paint.”

Whereupon Princess Montglvon wept the
more, “‘“Who could have dome such 8
dreadfu] thing?’ she eried again and again,
but im a few minutes she was conscious
that po omne was making reply—that she
Was addressing her inguiries to “hin Chino,
wWho answered nothing at all, bot gazed
Stupidly away, and to the groom, who was
staring at the distant groups of women,
who were clearly discussing the “‘accident™
that had befallen Chin Chine, though they
studiously looked away.

When the awards were made Chin Chine
WAas not even mentioned. His mistress was
in the Valley of Humiliatiop and the Slough
of Despond, or, more literally, she lay om

' @ sofa In the darkened room of her Rhote:
' suffering frdm her fifth attack of byaterics
since the day on which bad occurred

e —— ———
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her denunciations of the *“creature who
dyed the dog.”

When the Princess had so far recovered
from bher Indignation as te talk clearly, she
sald: "It was gnite nonnecessary that Chin
Chino’s coat shouid be dyed. He was many
times a prize winner before this Boston
show, and the idea of coloring a dog
which Is to be handled by judges is a thing
that would bardly ocecur to a practical ex-
bibitor, 1 did not depend for success on
the Chow alene at the bench shows and
did not give him all may attention. He was
frequently alone and on a bench quite sep-
arate and out of the sight of the collies,
which demanded a great deal of wmy atten-
tion.

“There Is no doub. that coloring matter
was put on the coat of this dog. When
and by whom It was put there 1 do not
know, but | bad previous.y aanounced my
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“She lay on a sofa in the darkened room cof her hotel, suffering from her fifth attack of hysterics.”
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portunity to prt the dye on the dog? And
was the dog's dlsqualification in any way
t» the benefit of the person? A crime
was cominiited. The motive iz p'ain. Whe
was it that had such a motive?
“DE MERCY ARGENTEAU
‘(Prncess de Monigliyon).”
Upon reading this Mrs. Ada Olive Van
Heusen brought suit for $£30.000 for def-
amation of character. Why is not ap
parent, but she says she ia convinced that
by this gunarded letter the Princess meant
her and she says the King of Belgium'’s
Einswoman shall be punished.

The grave and reverened Supreme Conrt
of the city of New York will be called
upon to apswer. Chin Chino may appear
in court.

What a pity that Chin Chine is not

gifted with speech! How strange and
- dramatic the tale he could telll

ARTICLE TWO IS BELOW
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Ana Just a Funny Littlé % Chow'
Belongmg to the Princess
Montglyon Is the Cause

of All the

Trouble.

chowlales
OAKLAND TRIBUNE AucGcusT 11,1907
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Who dyed the dog?

This question, asked by the fair owner
" of the dog., has caused bitter enmity be-
tween two women, greatg¢ excltement
‘among the members of the New England
Kennel Club and a sult for damages for
Jibel which the courts of New York will
diave to pass upon. 4 gl |

The women In the case are Mrs. Ada
ve Van Heusen, immensely Wwealthy
and a leader of soclety, and Mme. de‘
Mercy Argentean, who is known by her
ifrilends as “Princess de Montgylon.”
‘Mrs. Van Heusen demands $50,000 dam-
mges for libel from the putative princess,
and the princess will fight the suit.

A little chow dog is the cause of it all.
The dog was the princess’; It was dis-
fualified at a show because the judges
oaid it had been dyed red, and the prin-
‘cess published a Jetter asking ‘who dyed
the, dog, which letter Mrs. Van Heusen

red a reflection upon her, and up-
on it she based her sult for damages. |

Of all the many breeds none appeals
ymore to the heart of woman than the
dainty little chow. The shapely little
heads of these dogs, theilr bright eyes,
thelr beautiful long hair and thelr Intel-
igence make them favorites, - especlally |
with women. ‘ |
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NEW-YOBK TRIBUNE, _’SU"NDAYP NOVEMBER 9, 1_91-3.‘_‘

THE MISSES VAN HEUSEN ‘WITH TWO 'OF THE GREEN
ACRE KENNEL CHAMPIONS AND BLUE RIBBON WINNERS

Green Acre Black Friar, famous
among Chow Chows.

MIXED DOUBLES TITLE
WON N HARD FIGHT

Mr. and Mrs. Williams Capture
Lawn Tennis Final at
Brooklyn Casind.

Compet.luons in the mixed doubles lawn
tennis tournament, which was won bY
Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Willlams, and
the progress of the squash tennis handi-
cap filled out & week of racquet activity
at the Helghts Casino, Montague street.
Brooklyn: In the final of the mixed
doubles Mr. and Mrs. Willlams engaged
Miss Low and Josiah O. Low in a slash-
ing three-set contest, .winning by the
score of 5—7, 6—3, 6—0. A :

This tournament began on Wednesday
evening on the electrically lighted courts

of the club,- with elght pairs appearmg
in the matches. The field narrowed dow.

to the semi-| ﬂra.l round, in- which Mlas

Low and Josiah O. Low -defeated Mr. and

Mrs. C. Truesdale at 6—4, 7—5 and Mr,

and Mrs. Willlams defeated Miss Beards-

ley and G. Reese at 7—5, +—5, 6—4. ’ % : : Com
The lighting of the two'.big indoor . " ' i

courte is 'so perfectly arranged as to - : -

admit of the fastest of rallies. In’the 7

final match Mr. and Mrs. Williams

brought off their volleys and drives with . e - s .. 5 3 " _
D e speed and ateadiness.  They| Miss Elizabeth Van Heusen (holding her Japanese spaniel Ki Ku) and Miss Olive Van Heusen.

ADA OLIVE VAN HEUSEN PICTURED IN ANOTHER 1911 ARTICLE
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About three years ago Mrs. Van Heu-
sen, whose horses had often taken rib-
bons at shows, decided to take up the
breeding of the dainty little chows. She
entered Into the new sport with all the
enthusiasm she had shown in the breed-
ing of her horses and, by sparing neither
time nor expense, she made her kennels
take high rank the first year,

With her sister-in-law, Mrs. Charles
R. Proctor, Mrs. Van Heusen came to
be acknowledged as one of the leading
amateur chow fancliers and breeders in
the country. The dogs of Mrs. Van Heu-
sen’'s kennels were seldom for sale, and
then only to r intimate friends.

Among the “exhibitors of chows Mrs.
Van Heusen took high rank and several
champions came from her kennels. One
'of Mrs. Van Heusen's keenest rivals was
Mme. de Mercy Argenteau, otherwise
known as *“Princess de Montgylon.”

Collles chiefly Interested the princess,
though she did occaslonally exhibit dogs
In other classes, and with her coliles she
more than held her own at the bench
rphows. At several of the great dog
shows In the East the princess made
several entries In the classes for chows.

As with the bulltog, or the collie, or
the spanlel, so with the chow, there are
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several points for which breeders es-
pecially strive. One of the most import-
ant of these Is their color. The ldeal or
perfect chow iz of a solid color, red,
black, brown or some other color, the
‘same all over, except that the hind legs
‘and the tips of the tafls of the little
‘chows should be a shade lighter than
‘the rest of their body. There are many
other points, but none of these has any-
thing to do with this story.

At Hartford, at Madison Square Gar-
den and at Boston the Princess de Mont-
gylon exhibited the sweetest, dearest lit-
tle chow that had ever been seen at a
'show. Entered under the name of Chin
' Chino, he seemed to meet every require-
‘ment of an absolutely perfect chow.

. The entries of Mrs. Van Heusen, Mrs.
' Proctor and the other successful exhibi-
tors were forced by this wonderful little
[anlmal to take the minor honors. Re-
'gretful as they were, themselves, to be
‘compelled to be satisfied with second
and thirds, their admiration for Chin
' Chino was none the less sincere. _

' But there was one man not so ready
' to admit tHe supremacy of Chin Chino.
' Charles MacKechnie, the master of Mrs.
Van Heusen's kennels, had been breed-

ing dogs for years and had never yet
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seen one that was perfect. Perfect as
Chin Chino appeared, MacKechnie was
doubtful. He had observed Chin Chino
closely at all the. shows where he had
been exhibited. His legs, his eyes, 'his
tongue, all were perfect, and his color
was s0 perfect as to be marvelous. Chin
Chino was a beautiful red, so beautiful
in fact that MacKechnie—to put it bru-
tally—did not believe it was real. It was
altogether too perfect.

But MacKechnie was careful. He did
not rely ypon his own judgment, but he
sought the opinion of others. Men as
competent as he was himself agreed that
the dog was dyed. At Hartford Mac-
Kechnie had his doubts; at Madison
Square Garden his doubts amounted al-
most to a conviction, but at Boston he
finally jecame positive that Innogent lit-
tle Chin Chino was masquerading under
a coat of red dve. He communicated his
discovery to the master of Mrs. Proctor's
‘stables and he appealed to Mr. Proctor,
‘but the latter did not care to authorisze
‘his man to make a complaint.” Then
' MacKechnle spoke to Mrs. Van Heusen

:Fand she told him, {f he was positive, to

’protent the dog.
. MacKechnie did as he was told and
the judges of the New England Kennel

e e e e — S s



https://chowtales.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Pg-4-Who-dyed-Chin-Chino1907_.jpg

Club, which was holding the show, dis-
qualified little Chin Ching and awarded
tae blue ribbon to Mrs. Van sfeusen’s en-
try. Princess de Montgylon appealed im-
mediately to the American Kennel Club,
which is the central organization of all
kennel clubs, and whether Chin Chino
was dyed or not is the question that
body will have to decide.

- But the matter did not end there.

" In a paper devoted to {{'gs and their
‘owners an anonymous letter appeared, In
‘which it was charged that Chin Chino
was dyed and that the judges should
have discovered It. A week later this
was answered by the princess as follows:

“To the BEditor:—The brief note under
the heading “Dyed Dogs and Doped
Judges,” on May 4. signed "“Anon.,” while
in one sense satisfactory In this way,
that it does me the justice to show that
I had no knowledge of, by whom or how
my dog Chin Chino was dyed, it is now,
however, as it seems to me, a question
for the N. E. K. C. (New England Ken-
nel Club) to answer, “Who dyed the
dog?"’

“A question that can be answered by
ascertaining who had interest In having
the dog dyed and disqualified. (The dog
was disqualified eafter the judges had
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awarded the first prize to him. The rib-
bon then passad to Mrs. Van Heusen's
entry.) Has there been or is there any
one who would profit by the disqualifign-
tion of the dog Chin Chirfo? If so, who?
“Who was it that discovered on the
last day of the show and three days af-
ter the judging of the chow classes that
there was dye on the coat of the dog?
And had this person who made this dis-
covery an opportunity to put the dye on
the dog? And was the dog's disqualifica-
tion in any way to the benefit of the
ipemn? .
“A ecrime was committed. The mo-
‘tive Is plain. Who was it, that had such
a motive?

“DE MERCY ARGENTEAU.,”
“PRINCESS DE MONTGYLON.”
Mrs. Van Heusen belleves that she,
and she alone, Is implled by the letter.
l'l"hat her efforts to encourage and ald
the breeding of prize dogs should have
resulted In her belng bitterly attacked
by her rival she deplores, and for justi-
fication she appealed to the courts.
Through a firm of lawyers she has sued
the princess for $50,000. The money she
,cares little about. She is seeking simply
‘to establish her own disinterestedness.
| The protest she made was for the sole
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purpose of determining whether or not
fraud was being practiced at the dog
shows. |

The princess has prepared to MQ‘M
sult, and, through her lawvere, has de-
nied that Mrs. Van Heusen has any
cause for action.

And now, while through tha hot sum-
mer months the appeal lies on the desk
of the secretary of the American Ken-
nel Club awalting for action at the first
meeting in the fall, and the suit stands
on the calendar of the courts awaiting
for the summer vacation to end and the
wheels of justice to begin to grind, so-
clety discusses the quarrel and e.‘l'n.ltl
with interest the result. |
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